Prayer Circle Facilitators Worksheet

Month:  July 2008
Method:  The Verse by Verse Analysis Method.  (Refer to “Bible Study Methods: 12 Ways You Can Unlock God’s Word by Rick Warren)  It can be purchased on www.amazon.com for $10.19.  You may want to encourage your entire circles to purchase one.

Scripture Passage(s):  Hebrews 3:8-12
Objective:    We will study the passage in the book of Hebrews and ask ourselves the following questions as we do:

· How do the errors of the persons in this passage relate to me?

· What habits in my life are competing with the Holy Spirit and the will of God for my life?

· What does the word apostasy mean?

Instructions:
1. Write a personal paraphrase of the passage.

2. List some questions and whatever answers you find.

3. Find some cross-references for it.

4. Write down some insights you have discovered.

5. Write out a brief personal application.

Notes:  

Here are some notes on the book of Hebrews that will help guide your study time.  Enjoy!  Love, Pastor.

The book of Hebrews was written to second generation Jewish believers who had been

saved for some time.  The writer of the text had 3 main objectives for writing:
· To show that God was fulfilling the old covenant by giving all men a new covenant.

· To give a strong word of exhortation.

· Lastly, to give a strong word of warning.

Our passage for this study this month was written for the second reason to give a strong word of exhortation, comfort, and encouragement.  The setting of the time in which this epistle was written called for comfort for you see the political system and the religious system of the Jew were one and the same so for a Jew to turn to another religion such as Christianity was almost to deny his nationality.  In many people’s eyes it was an act of treason.  Also there was extreme tension and prejudice between the Jew and the Gentile.  Lastly, the teachings of Jesus had predicted the destruction of the temple so by turning to Christ, a Jew was accepting the over throw of his nation and the worship he had known all of his life.   The dilemma that the Jewish converts found themselves in must have seemed unbearable for they had family members and life long friends who just could not understand why they had turned to Christianity.  It reminds us of believers today.  We find ourselves in situations that might cause for tension.  

· Many times we stand on the truth of God’s word even though everybody doesn’t like it.  What is right is not always popular and so sometimes we face persecution for our choice to stand with Christ.    

· When we stand up to our family members and we speak the word of the Lord it makes some folk uncomfortable.  

